Plato’s Academy is an area of great historical and ecological importance for years experiencing a multifaceted degradation. This degradation is recognized in the text and the proposals of the General Urban Plan of the Municipality of Athens, but no substantive action, similar to the severity of the problems, has been promoted. In contrast, the effects of the crisis are added to the chronic problems of the neighborhood. 

In the past few years, the residents of the regions are witnessing a growing attempt of fall of every unstructured space –among them many classified as communal, but not expropriated by the municipality- with the excuse of a “development’ away from the real need of the residents of the district. A “development” that the past few years, takes on the character of multistory buildings and of the invasion of real estate. The   residents of the area, in an effort to resist the “attack”, created the Residents Committee of Plato’s Academy. 
The Committee’s action began when Athens Prefecture announced that it plans to build two buildings on a plot, owned by it, on Aimonos Str, only 300 meters away from the Archaeological Park of Plato’s Academy. The plan of the Prefecture envisaged the construction of a seven floor building and of a six floor building, of 4.500 square meters in land that there are archaeological finds within 20-50 meters away from private and public schools and kindergartens. 
The Residents Committee reacted to this plan that would dramatically increase traffic in the area and would affect the safe access of students in schools. It claimed to build kindergartens on the specific plot, since they are missing in the area, and to highlight the findings of the archaeological investigation. Eventually, after numerous mobilizations, the residents managed to classify the area by the municipality and the Prefecture as school area. 

The second plot under construction that roused the indignation of the residents is the land adjacent to the archaeological site and is located on the corner of Faonos and Dionisou Str. In this plot, the construction company REDS, a subsidiary of ELLAKTOR Group, of Mpompola interests, was planning to build a five floor building of total surface 19.150 sq.m. A building that was going to be built only a stone’s throw from the Archaeological Park –on a plot with archaeological findings- and right across the space reserved for the construction of the New Museum of Athens!!! After the reactions of the residents and the question made by the parliamentary control of SYRIZA, the building permit was revoked –which had been given illegally- and the building was stopped on the plot of REDS, having proved that the company did not have and approved environmental impact study. The Ministry of Culture and YPEKA (Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change) will proceed to the purchase of the land and its incorporation to the archaeological site. 
The aforementioned proclaim for the construction of the Museum of the City of Athens in the archaeological space, intensifies the interest of several large and smaller investors. Thus, the residents of the area are faced against private interests that seek the construction of a commercial multiplex of 53.000 sq.m. in the former Mouzaki plot, owned by MGPA company. Building a mall this size would put a gravestone on restoration and upgrade projects of Plato’s Academy and would give the final blow to the business community of the region and of the surrounding municipalities. 
However, this time, the struggle that will be given is even harder. The “onslaught” investment is facilitated in every way and the “tools” that the residents have, are limited. The legal framework on the protection of natural and cultural wealth of the country has been fully deregulated while memorandum laws are being voted (fast track) that extend continuously the framework of legality (otherwise they reduce the limits of illegality). 
Alongside the struggle in defense of free spaces, the Residents Committee developed solidarity actions. 
During the past few years of the economic crises, the middle incomes receive a heavy blow and low incomes are driven into absolute poverty. The situations is fully reflected in the neighborhood of Plato’s Academy and made into a necessity the creation of resistance and solidarity networks. In an effort to create networks, the Committee cooperated with other initiatives in the region such as the Cooperative Café and the People’s Assembly. 
Turning point of this effort was the creation of the Solidarity Hangout. This center is a place that houses and through which different actions are organized: collection and offer of food, clothes and useful items, legal information and support of the residents that don’t want or cannot afford to pay the emergency tax of the Public Electricity Company (DEH), voluntary courses, cultural events, solidarity network, in which tenants of various shops participate, through which unemployed and students are provided a discount. 
Also, in cooperation with Residents groups of other regions (Peristerio, Exarcheia, N. Kosmo, etc) a network platform was created, through which the residents will be able to procure agricultural products communicating directly with manufacturers and will be bypassing middlemen. The aim is to supply quality products at prices that respect the labor of productions and the income of consumers. 
The residents claimed and continue to claim a development away from large private interests and drowning in cement. They claim a development that gives prominence to the historical and cultural value of the neighborhood protects free areas and the environment, will benefit workers and the neighborhood, and will protect the most necessary than ever, welfare state. 
